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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ON LAINO CASE 

REF: ASUNCIO 2834 

1 . NOGUES AND I HAD AGREED ON JULY 13 THAT I WOULD MAKE A FORMAL 
PRESENTATION OF MY INSTRUCTIONS AS CONTAINED REFTEL, JULY 17. 1 
EMPHASIZED THREE POINTS: OUR CONCERN THAT PARAGUAY AND THE U.S. 

CONTINUE THEIR COOPERATION; THE ABSENCE OF THREATS OF ANY KIND 
IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY THE UNITED STATES; AND OUR BELIEF THAT THE 
EARLY RELEASE OF LAINO WAS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL CONCERNED, 
ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT OF PARAGUAY. NOGUES WENT THROUGH THE 
MOTIONS OF TRYING TO EXPLAIN AWAY SOME OF THE INCONSISTENCIES IN 
LAINO'S ARREST BUT SOON GAVE IT UP AS A BAD JOB. HE ASSURED ME 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS DETERMINED TO HANDLE THE CASE QUICKLY. HE 
SAID THAT HE WAS NOT PROMISING ME THAT LAINO WOULD BE OUT TODAY OR 
TOMORROW BUT I COULD EXPECT UNCOMMONLY RAPID ACTION. 

2. 1 TOLD NOGUES THAT I HAD BEEN VERY DISAPPOINTED TO SEE THAT 

THE GOVERNMENT CHARGES INCLUDED ACCUSATIONS THAT LAINO HAD ASSOCIATED 

WITH EXTREMISTS AND HAD SPECIFICALLY NAMED JO MARIE GRIESGRABER 

OF WOLA. NOGUES EXPLAINED THAT THIS DID NOT MEAN THE JUDGE 

WOULD AFFIRM THE FINDING. ONLY THAT IT WAS PART OF THE CASE 

THE POLICE HAD AGAINST LAINO. I SAID THAT UNFORTUNATELY 
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TRADITION IN PARAGUAY WAS FOR THE COURT TO UPHOLD POLICE 
CHARGES. IT WAS ALSO UNFORTUNATE, I ADDED, THAT POLICE CHARGES 
PRINTED IN THE DAILY PRESS MAKE IT APPEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF PARAGUAY CONSIDERS MERE ASSOCIATION GROUNDS TO DECIDE GUILT. 

3. WE TOOK ALMOST A HALF AN HOUR TO DISSECT THE ENTIRE CASE 
AND BY THE TIME WE FINISHED NOGUES HAD PRACTICALLY ASSURED 
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ME THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD FIND A WAY TO RELEASE LAINO RAPIDLY. 

4. 1 TOLD NOGUES ONCE THE LAINO CASE IS BEHIND US THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD CONSIDER TAKING A POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP 
REDUCE THE DAMAGE THE LAINO KIDNAPPING HAS DONE. NOGUES 
HEARTILY AGREED AND SAID HE WOULD BEGIN LAYING THE GROUNDWORK. 
WE BOTH KNEW WE WERE TAKLING ABOUT A VISIT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, BUT NEITHER OF US SPELLED IT OUT. 

5. COMMENT: NOGUES CERTAINLY BELIEVES THAT HE AND OTHER MODERATES 
NOW HAVE THE UPPER HAND AND WILL SOON HAVE LAINO RELEASED. SKEPTI- 
CISM IS THE ORDER OF THE DAY, HOWEVER, AS THOSE WHO CAUSED THIS INCI- 
DENT MAY STILL HAVE ENOUGH INFLUENCE TO DELAY LAINO'S RELEASE AND 
PERHAPS EVEN HAVE THE COURT FIND HIM GUILTY. 

WHITE 
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